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SECRET PARIS 17719 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, GR 

SUBJECT: CYPRUS: GOF VIEW OF GREEK INTERNAL SITUATION 

1. IN OUR DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CYPRUS CRISIS WITH FRENCH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS AT VARIOUS LEVELS, IT CLEAR 
THAT FRENCH DIPLOMATIC REPORTING AND ANALYSIS IS 
HEAVILY ANTIPATHETIC TOWARD GREEK GOVERNMENT. QUAI 
EUROPEAN DIRECTOR DE MARGERIE SATURDAY MORNING SUM- 
MARIZED FRENCH EMBASSY ATHENS ANALYSIS THAT CYPRUS COUP 
MOTIVATED BY DESIRE OF A WEAK GREEK GOVERNMENT TO 
COMPENSATE FOR ITS WEAKNESS BY STRIKING A BLOW FOR 
HELLENISM. MAKARIOS HAD BECOME THE BETE NOIRE FOR THE 
GREEK OFFICERS BECAUSE OF HIS DETERMINATION TO 

HUMILIATE THE GREEK ARMY BY REQUESTING WITHDRAWAL OF 
OFFICERS FROM CYPRIOT NATIONAL GUARD. THEY THEREFORE 
HAD TO REPEAT THE ATHENS COUP IN NICOSIA. THE GREEK 
OFFICERS MADE A BET THAT THE FALL OF MAKARIOS WOULD BE 
ACCEPTED AS A FAIT ACCOMPLI. FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN 
ATHENS BELIEVES MODERATES IN GREECE HAVE A GREAT FEAR 
OF ADVENTURISM WHICH THEY FEEL PERMEATES GREEK OFFICER 
CORPS, AND WOULD WELCOME INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO RESTORE 
PEACE AND STABILITY. GOF HAS REPORT THAT YOUNGER GREEK 
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ALSO INDICATED THAT THIS VIEW IS HELD BY MAIORITY OF 
EC-NINE EMBASSIES IN ATHENS. 

2. FOREGOING TRANSMITTED AS IMPORTANT BACKDROP TO 
ONGOING GOF ANALYSIS OF CYPRUS CRISIS. 

IRWIN 
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